
Dr. Bryon Schroeder’s fascination with 
Canta Recio lies with its secrets. 
A gap in archaeological knowledge fuels CBBS’s quest to find the 
connections between the melodically named archaeological site and 
ancient agricultural communities further afield, such as the vibrant 
Paquimé culture of northern Mexico. 

“It seems weird that there are large pueblos in El Paso and northern 
Mexico and over a dozen villages around Presidio, but nothing in 
between these regions on a major waterway,” Schroeder says. “There 
must have been a relationship between all these people.” 

In the 1930s, Dr. J. Charles Kelley was the first archaeologist to study 
the area in detail. Schroeder studied Kelley’s photos of sites with village 
remnants.  

“I got a sense of what those sites looked like before Kelley dug them,” he 
says. “I thought if we could find similar things along the river, we have a 
pretty good chance of interpreting the distribution of these villages.” 

Canta Recio Site Offers Rio Grande’s 
‘Forgotten Time’ 
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Welcome to the updated La Vista de la 
Frontera newsletter. We’ve increased 
frequency to twice a year and 
updated the look, making it easier 
to read and follow links to more 
information. So much is happening 
at CBBS in 2024!  We want to keep 
everyone well-informed. In this issue: 

•	 Sul Ross administrative leaders toured 
archaeological sites on Pinto Canyon 
Ranch to see the amazing outdoor 
laboratory where we are privileged to 
work, with so many possibilities for cross-
discipline scholarship.

•	 The Summerlee Foundation just awarded 
CBBS a grant to help bring a collection 
of artifacts to modern standards. Sul Ross 
students will gain experience in curation 
and working with legacy collections.

•	 Our new Anthropology MA program has 
been approved and will begin this fall.

•	 We are incredibly saddened by the 
passing of our friend Homer Mills, 
longtime advocate and Friends of CBBS 
treasurer. We are creating an endowment 
to honor his commitment to our region’s 
cultural resources and inspire future 
generations with his passion.

- continued on next page -



“We are excited to offer this new opportunity to our students,” said University Executive Vice-President and Provost Dr. 
Bernie Canteñs. “The creation of an Anthropology graduate program complements the current focus on conservation 
and habitat management at Sul Ross, producing students who are better informed to meet the diverse challenges of 
implementing effective natural and cultural resource programs.”

The MA program comprises a 36-credit, thesis-based degree plan, with 24 credits of Anthropology core curriculum 
and 12 elective credits, six which must be in Anthropology.

“We project admitting six students each fall semester to maintain small cohort sizes and low student-to-professor 
ratios,” said CBBS Director Dr. Bryon Schroeder. “We want to provide the best possible graduate school experience 
for our students.”     

More information:  cbbs.sulross.edu/accepting-applications

- continued from front page - 

When Schroeder first laid 
eyes on one such promising 
site in 2020, he thought 
the setting sun was playing 
tricks on him. Upon his 
return the next morning, he 
wasn’t disappointed. 

“We found tons of stuff — I 
realized it was the exact site 
we were looking for,” he 
recalls. 

Schroeder realized he had to assemble the right researchers 
before starting the complex project in earnest. As 2023 
turned to 2024, the first limited excavation began and 
proved promising. “Some of the deposits we encountered 
look like rammed earth architecture, similar to what is found 
at other Puebloan sites,” Schroeder says. But, to his surprise, 
it is about 400 years older than Kelley’s focus. 

“It’s an older expression of Puebloan groups on the river, 
which means there’s this whole other chapter that we know 
nothing about,” he says. “We know Kelley documented this 
same phenomenon up the Rio Grande.” That means there’s 
a river corridor that CBBS can now seek to connect.

“We’re poised to launch research into this forgotten chapter 
of Southwestern history,” Schroeder says. 

And what a time it must have been, with people who had 
commerce and industry, raising macaws and trading 
turquoise and marine shells. Ceramics found on Canta 
Recio are tied to Paquimé, a UNESCO World Heritage Site 

featuring the largest rammed-earth architecture in the world.

“Our little corner of the world is related to this major urban 
center,” Schroeder says. “We’re trying to understand the 
relationship of West Texas to the Paquimé world, and that’s 
totally wide open. We have one site and we hope there are 
many more that look like it.”

The next step is proof of concept, continuing to investigate 
Canta Recio as a test case, then move up the river. 

“If architectural groups were moving down the Rio Grande, 
it changes Kelley’s interpretation,” Schroeder says. “They 
contracted around Presidio very late but I think they spread 
down the river, and managed stands of different cultivars.” 
One faculty member is exploring the idea that they had 
cultivated agave in this region earlier than thought.

“To me it changes the narrative about how people live 
here,” Schroeder says. “It’s not a passive system, hunter 
gatherers barely surviving, eking it out. These people are 
living and thriving in a Chihuahuan desert ecotone that’s 
very hard for us to imagine.”

While Kelley asked the right questions in the 1930s, he 
perhaps underestimated the size of the cultural connections.

“We’re talking about human mobility of more than 300 
miles round trip, and that seems impossible, but it’s not that 
big a distance for them,” he says. “We’re talking about 
interactions that take in giant chunks of real estate. It’s kind 
of hard to wrap your head around but the artifacts are 
telling us the story.” 

“We’re poised 
to launch 
research into 
this forgotten 
chapter of 
Southwestern 
history.”   

– Dr. Bryon Schroeder
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Tranquil Rockshelter 
Collection Curation Funded
The Summerlee Foundation recently approved a CBBS grant to re-house 
and curate the 20,000-artifact Tranquil Rockshelter Collection, excavated 
on a Brewster County ranch more than 15 years ago. The shelter is a 
location where Indigenous groups periodically returned between A.D. 800 
to 1600. 

Numerous perishable artifacts — including basketry, matting, cordage, 
sandals and arrow shaft fragments — form an exceptionally rich 
archaeological collection. The presence of cultigens (such as corn, beans 
and squash), in addition to more common Chihuahuan Desert plants 
such as agave, prickly pear and mesquite suggests Tranquil may reflect 
interaction between Indigenous foragers and famers.

Thanks to Summerlee’s generosity, Sul Ross students will be able to help with 
the rehousing project, learning the challenges and rewards of working with 
legacy collections, gaining relevant curation experience and an immersive 
opportunity to consider collection-based research projects.   

New Anthropology MA 
begins this Fall

After months of 
development, a 
groundbreaking new 
Master of the Arts 
in Anthropology 
program will launch 
this fall at Sul Ross 
State University. 
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The 30th annual CBBS Conference will 
be November 8-9, 2024. 
We are accepting titles and abstracts for 
presentation slots. Please send abstracts with a 
short bio to cbbseditor@sulross.edu. 

Deadline is October 1, 2024.
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